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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed June 27, 2001 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1.98(a)(1), which requires a list of all patents', publications, or other information 
submitted for consideration by the Office. It has been placed in the application file, but 
the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Priority 

1. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,7-9,13,14 and 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 



unpatentable over Ho et al. US 6061502 in view of Okada US 6101548. 
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Regarding claim 1, Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) that 
transmits data over a public switched telephone network (106) (column 3Jines 31-40), 
which reads on an image communicating apparatus for transmitting image data to 
another apparatus through a public communication network. Ho et al. teaches of a 
scanner (204) (column 4,lines 14-16), which reads on an input means for inputting 
image data. The modem (212) performs image compression (column 6, lines 3-17), 
which reads on a compression means for compressing the image data input by said 
input means. Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) transmits facsimile 
data (column 5, lines 57-60), which reads on a first transmission means for transmitting 
by facsimile the image data compressed by said compression means. Ho et al. teaches 
of a communication device (100) transmits e-mail data (column 5, lines 57-60), which 
reads on a second transmission means for transmitting by the image data compressed 
by said compression means as attached data in an e-mail message. Ho et al. teaches 
of a communication device (100) that transmits information in either facsimile or email 
format (column 5, lines 57-67), which reads on a selection means for selecting said first 
transmission means or said second transmission means. 

Ho et al. fails to teach of a determination means for determining, when said 
second transmission means is selected by said selection means, whether or not the 
amount of image data compressed by said compression means is a predetermined 
amount or greater and reduction means for reducing the amount of image data to less 
than the predetermined amount when said determination means determines that the 
amount of image data is the predetermined amount or greater. 
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Okada teaches that a facsimile device (13) determines whether or not the 
electronic mail is within the data volume limit (column 5,lines 26-42, column 6Jines 8-11 
and figure 3), which reads on a determination means for determining, when said second 
transmission means is selected by said selection means, whether or not the amount of 
image data compressed by said compression means is a predetermined amount or 
greater. He also teaches of a facsimile device (13) that determines if the electronic mail 
exceeds the data volume limit, it is divided up and the data limit is determined again 
(column 5, lines 26-42, column 6.lines 8-14 and figure 3), which reads on a reduction 
means for reducing the amount of image data to less than the predetermined amount 
when said determination means determines that the amount of image data is the 
predetermined amount or greater. 

Ho et al. could be modified with the facsimile device of Okada. This modification 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in 
order to make the device easier to use. (for example faster) given the expressed 
suggestion of Ho et al (column 9, lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 7, Okada teaches of a facsimile device (13) that determines if 
the electronic mail exceeds the data volume limit, it is divided up and the data limit is 
determined again (column 5, lines 26-42, column 6,lines 8-14 and figure 3), which reads 
on said reduction means includes dividing means for dividing, when said input means 
inputs image data of a plurality of pages, the image data of the plurality of pages so that 
the amount of image data in an e-mail message is less than the predetermined amount. 
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Regarding claim 8, Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) that 
transmits data over a public switched telephone network (106) (column 3Jines 31-40), 
which reads on an image communicating apparatus for transmitting image data to 
another apparatus through a public communication network. Ho et al. teaches of a 
scanner (204) (column 4Jines 14-16), which reads on a scanning means for scanning a 
document image. The modem (212) performs image compression (column 6, lines 3- 
17), which reads on a compression means for compressing image data scanned by said 
scanning means. Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) transmits facsimile 
data (column 5,lines 57-60), which reads on a first transmission means for transmitting 
by facsimile the image data compressed by said compression means. Ho et al. teaches 
of a communication device (100) transmits e-mail data (column 5,lines 57-60), which 
reads on a second transmission means for transmitting by the image data compressed 
by said compression means as attached data in an e-mail message. Ho et al. teaches 
of a communication device (1 00) that transmits information in either facsimile or email 
format (column 5, lines 57-67), which reads on a selection means for selecting said first 
transmission means or said second transmission means. Ho et al. teaches that the 
scanner (204) can select a standard resolution for fax data sent by e-mail (column 4, 
lines 47-57), which reads on setting means for setting a scanning resolution employed 
by said scanning means, when said second transmission means is selected by said 
selection means, to be lower than a scanning resolution employed by said scanning 
means when said first transmission means is selected. 



Application/Control Number: 09/891 ,583 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2626 

Regarding claim 9, Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) that 
transmits data over a public switched telephone network (106) (column 3, lines 31-40). 
which reads on an image communicating apparatus for transmitting image data to 
another apparatus through a public communication network. Ho et al. teaches of a 
scanner (204) (column 4, lines 14-16), which reads on a scanning means for scanning a 
document image. The modem (212) performs image compression (column 6Jines 3- 
17), which reads on a compression means for compressing image data scanned by said 
scanning means. Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) transmits facsimile 
data (column 5,lines 57-60), which reads on a first transmission means for transmitting 
by facsimile the image data compressed by said compression means. Ho et al. teaches 
of a communication device (100) transmits e-mail data (column 5.lines 57-60), which 
reads on a second transmission means for transmitting by the image data compressed 
by said compression means as attached data in an e-mail message. Ho et al. teaches 
of a communication device (100) that transmits information in either facsimile or email 
format (column 5, lines 57-67), which reads on a selection means for selecting said first 
transmission means or said second transmission means. Ho et al. teaches that the 
scanner (204) can select a standard resolution for fax data sent by e-mail (column 4, 
lines 47-57), which reads on setting means for setting a scanning resolution employed 
by said scanning means, when said second transmission means is selected by said 
selection means, to be lower than a scanning resolution employed by said scanning 
means when said first transmission means is selected. 



Application/Control Number: 09/891 .583 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2626 

Ho et al. fails to teach of a determination means for determining, when said second 
transmission means is selected by said selection means, whether or not the amount of 
image data compressed by said compression means is a predetermined amount or 
greater and reduction means for reducing the amount of image data to less than the 
predetermined amount when said determination means determines that the amount of 
image data is the predetermined amount or greater. 

Okada teaches that a facsimile device (13) determines whether or not the 
electronic mail is within the data volume limit (column 5, lines 26-42, column 6, lines 8-1 1 
and figure 3), which reads on a determination means for determining, when said second 
transmission means is selected by said selection means, whether or not the amount of 
image data compressed by said compression means is a predetermined amount or 
greater. He also teaches of a facsimile device (13) that determines if the electronic mail 
exceeds the data volume limit, it is divided up and the data limit is determined again 
(column 5, lines 26-42, column 6, lines 8-14 and figure 3), which reads on a reduction 
means for reducing the amount of image data to less than the predetermined amount 
when said determination means determines that the amount of image data is the 
predetermined amount or greater. 

Ho et al. could be modified with the facsimile device of Okada. This modification 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in 
order to make the device easier to use, (for example faster) given the expressed 
suggestion of Ho et al (column 9, lines 5-10). 
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Regarding claim 13, Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) that 
transmits data over a public switched telephone network (106) (column 3, lines 31-40), 
which reads on an image communicating apparatus for transmitting image data to 
another apparatus through a public communication network. Ho et al. teaches of a 
scanner (204) (column 4Jines 14-16), which reads on an input means for inputting 
image data of a plurality of pages. The modem (212) performs image compression 
(column 6, lines 3-17), which reads on a compression means for compressing the image 
data input by said input means. Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) 
transmits facsimile data (column 5, lines 57-60), which reads on a first transmission 
means for transmitting by facsimile the image data compressed by said compression 
means. Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) transmits e-mail data 
(column 5, lines 57-60), which reads on a second transmission means for transmitting by 
the image data compressed by said compression means as attached data in an e-mail 
message. Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) that transmits information 
in either facsimile or email format (column 5, lines 57-67), which reads on a selection 
means for selecting said first transmission means or said second transmission means. 

Ho et al fails to teach of a dividing means for dividing when said second 
transmission means is selected by said selection means, the image data of the plurality 
of pages so that the amount of image data in an e-mail message is less than the 
predetermined amount, wherein said second transmission means creates an e-mail 
message for each portion of image data divided by said dividing means. 
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Okada teaches of a facsimile device (13) that determines if the electronic mail 
exceeds the data volume limit, it is divided up and the data limit is determined again 
(column 5, lines 26-42 and 55-67, column 6, lines 8-14 and figure 3), which reads on 
dividing means for dividing when said second transmission means is selected by said 
selection means, the image data of the plurality of pages so that the amount of image 
data in an e-mail message is less than the predetermined amount, wherein said second 
transmission means creates an e-mail message for each portion of image data divided 
by said dividing means. 

Ho et al. could be modified with the facsimile device of Okada. This modification 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in 
order to avoid communication line congestion as suggested by Okada (column 1, lines 
36-38). 

Regarding claim 14, Ho et al. teaches of the control operations of the scanner 
(204), the printer (210) and the fax/data modem (212) (column 5,lines 44-56), which 
reads on a control method for an image communicating apparatus for transmitting 
image data to another apparatus through a public communication network. Ho et al. 
teaches of a scanner (204) (column 4, lines 14-16), which reads on an input means for 
inputting image data. The modem (212) performs image compression (column 6, lines 
3-17), which reads on a compression means for compressing the image data input by 
said input means. Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) that transmits 
information in either facsimile or email format (column 5, lines 57-67), which reads on a 
selection step of selecting a first transmission mode in which the image data 
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compressed in said compression step is transmitted by facsimile, or a second 
transmission mode in which the image data compressed in said compression step is 
transmitted as attached data in an e-mail message. 

Ho et al. fails to teach of a determination step of determining, when the second 
transmission mode is in said selection step, whether or not the amount of image data 
compressed by said compression means is a predetermined amount or greater and a 
reduction step of reducing the amount of image data to less than the predetermined 
amount when it is determined in said determination step that the amount of image data 
is the predetermined amount or greater 

Okada teaches that a facsimile device (13) determines whether or not the 
electronic mail is within the data volume limit (column 5, lines 26-42, column 6, lines 8-11 
and figure 3), which reads on a determination step of determining, when the second 
transmission mode is in said selection step, whether or not the amount of image data 
compressed by said compression means is a predetermined amount or greater. He 
also teaches of a facsimile device (13) that determines if the electronic mail exceeds the 
data volume limit, it is divided up and the data limit is determined again (column 5,lines 
26-42, column 6, lines 8-14 and figure 3), which reads on a reduction step of reducing 
the amount of image data to less than the predetermined amount when it is determined 
in said determination step that the amount of image data is the predetermined amount 
or greater. 

Ho et al. could be modified with the facsimile device of Okada. This modification 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in 
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order to make the device easier to use, (for example faster) given the expressed 
suggestion of Ho et al (column 9, lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 20, Ho et al. teaches of the control operations of the scanner 
(204). the printer (210) and the fax/data modem (212) (column 5,lines 44-56), which 
reads on a control method for an image communicating apparatus for transmitting 
image data to another apparatus through a public communication network. Ho et al. 
teaches of a scanner (204) (column 4, lines 14-16), which reads on an input means for 
inputting image data. The modem (212) performs image compression (column 6, lines 
3-17), which reads on a compression means for compressing the image data input by 
said input means. Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (1 00) that transmits 
information in either facsimile or email format (column 5, lines 57-67), which reads on a 
selection step of selecting a first transmission mode in which the image data 
compressed in said compression step is transmitted by facsimile, or a second 
transmission mode in which the image data compressed in said compression step is 
transmitted as attached data in an e-mail message. Ho et al. teaches that the scanner 
(204) can select a standard resolution for fax data sent by e-mail (column 4, lines 47- 
57), which reads on a setting step of setting a scanning resolution employed in said 
scanning step, when the second transmission mode is selected in said selection step, to 
be lower than a scanning resolution employed by said scanning means when said first 
transmission mode is selected. 

Regarding claim 21 . Ho et al. teaches of the control operations of the scanner 
(204), the printer (210) and the fax/data modem (212) (column 5,lines 44-56), which 
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reads on a control nnethod for an image communicating apparatus for transmitting 
image data to another apparatus through a public communication network. Ho et al. 
teaches of a scanner (204) (column 4Jines 14-16), which reads on an input step of 
inputting image data of plurality of pages. The modem (212) performs image 
compression (column 6, lines 3-17), which reads on a compression step of compressing 
the image data input by said input step. Ho et al. teaches of a communication device 
(100) that transmits information in either facsimile or email format (column 5, lines 57- 
67), which reads on a selection step of selecting a first transmission mode in which the 
image data compressed in said compression step is transmitted by facsimile, or a 
second transmission mode in which the image data compressed in said compression 
step is transmitted as attached data in an e-mail message. 

Ho et al fails to teach of a dividing means for dividing when said second 
transmission means is selected by said selection means, the image data of the plurality 
of pages so that the amount of image data in an e-mail message is less than the 
predetermined amount, wherein said second transmission means creates an e-mail 
message for each portion of image data divided by said dividing means. 

Okada teaches of a facsimile device (13) that determines if the electronic mail 
exceeds the data volume limit, it is divided up and the data limit is determined again 
(column 5, lines 26-42 and 55-67, column 6, lines 8-14 and figure 3). He also teaches 
that the process end when all pages of the image data is complete transmits it over a 
communication network (column 6, lines 28-42). which reads on dividing step of dividing, 
when the second transmission mode is selected in said selection step, the image data 
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of the plurality of pages so that the amount of image data in an e-mail message is less 
than the predetermined amount and a creating step of creating an e-mail message for 
each portion of image data divided in said dividing step. 

Ho et al. could be modified with the facsimile device of Okada. This modification 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in 
order to avoid communication line congestion as suggested by Okada (column 1, lines 
36-38). 

Regarding claim 22, Hp et al, teaches of a controller (214) that takes the form of 
a microprocessor with RAM and ROM that is programmed to control the operations of 
scanner (204) and fax/data modem (212) among other components (column 5, lines 44- 
56), which reads on a computer-readable storage medium storing a program for causing 
an image communication apparatus for transmitting image data to another apparatus 
through a public communication network. Ho et al. teaches of a scanner (204) (column 
4, lines 14-16), which reads on an input means for inputting image data. The modem 
(212) performs image compression (column 6,lines 3-17), which reads on a 
compression means for compressing the image data input by said input means. Ho et 
al. teaches of a communication device (100) that transmits information in either 
facsimile or email format (column 5, lines 57-67), which reads on a selection step of 
selecting a first transmission mode in which the image data compressed in said 
compression step is transmitted by facsimile, or a second transmission mode in which 
the image data compressed in said compression step is transmitted as attached data in 
an e-mail message. 
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Ho et al. fails to teach of a determination step of determining, when the second 
transmission mode is in said selection step, whether or not the amount of image data 
compressed by said compression means is a predetermined amount or greater and a 
reduction step of reducing the amount of image data to less than the predetermined 
amount when it is determined in said determination step that the amount of image data 
is the predetermined amount or greater. 

Okada teaches that a facsimile device (13) determines whether or not the 
electronic mail is within the data volume limit (column 5,lines 26-42, column 6, lines 8-11 
and figure 3), which reads on a determination step of determining, when the second 
transmission mode is in said selection step, whether or not the amount of image data 
compressed by said compression means is a predetermined amount or greater. He 
also teaches of a facsimile device (13) that determines if the electronic mail exceeds the 
data volume limit, it is divided up and the data limit is determined again (column 5, lines 
26-42, column 6, lines 8-14 and figure 3), which reads on a reduction step of reducing 
the amount of image data to less than the predetermined amount when it is determined 
in said determination step that the amount of image data is the predetermined amount 
or greater. 

Ho et al. could be modified with the facsimile device of Okada. This modification 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in 
order to make the device easier to use, (for example faster) given the expressed 
suggestion of Ho et al (column 9, lines 5-10). 
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Regarding claim 23, Ho et al. teaches of a controller (214) that takes the form of 
a microprocessor with RAM and ROM that is programmed to control the operations of 
scanner (204) and fax/data modem (212) among other components (column 5, lines 44- 
56), which reads on a computer-readable storage medium storing a program for causing 
an image communication apparatus for transmitting image data to another apparatus 
through a public communication network. Ho et al. teaches of the control operations of 
the scanner (204), the printer (210) and the fax/data modem (212) (column 5,lines 44- 

56) , which reads on a control method for an image communicating apparatus for 
transmitting image data to another apparatus through a public communication network. 
Ho et al. teaches of a scanner (204) (column 4, lines 14-16), which reads on an input 
means for inputting image data. The modem (212) performs image compression 
(column 6, lines 3-17), which reads on a compression means for compressing the image 
data input by said input means. Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) that 
transmits information in either facsimile or email format (column 5, lines 57-67). which 
reads on a selection step of selecting a first transmission mode in which the image data 
compressed in said compression step is transmitted by facsimile, or a second 
transmission mode in which the image data compressed in said compression step is 
transmitted as attached data in an e-mail message. Ho et al. teaches that the scanner 
(204) can select a standard resolution for fax data sent by e-mail (column 4, lines 47- 

57) , which reads on a setting step of setting a scanning resolution employed in said 
scanning step, when the second transmission mode is selected in said selection step, to 
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be lower than a scanning resolution employed by said scanning means when said first 
transmission mode is selected. 

Regarding claim 24, Ho et al. teaches of a controller (214) that takes the 
form of a microprocessor with RAM and ROM that is programmed to control the 
operations of scanner (204) and fax/data modem (212) among other components 
(column 5, lines 44-56), which reads on a computer-readable storage medium storing a 
program for causing an image communication apparatus for transmitting image data to 
another apparatus through a public communication network. Ho et al. teaches of the 
control operations of the scanner (204), the printer (210) and the fax/data modem (212) 
(column 5, lines 44-56), which reads on a control method for an image communicating 
apparatus for transmitting image data to another apparatus through a public 
communication network. Ho et al. teaches of a scanner (204) (column 4, lines 14-16), 
which reads on an input step of inputting image data of plurality of pages. The modem 
(212) performs image compression (column 6, lines 3-17), which reads on a 
compression step of compressing the image data input by said input step. Ho et al. 
teaches of a communication device (100) that transmits information in either facsimile or 
email format (column 5, lines 57-67), which reads on a selection step of selecting a first 
transmission mode in which the image data compressed in said compression step is 
transmitted by facsimile, or a second transmission mode in which the image data 
compressed in said compression step is transmitted as attached data in an e-mail 
message. 
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Ho et al fails to teach of a dividing means for dividing when said second 
transmission means is selected by said selection means, the image data of the plurality 
of pages so that the amount of image data in an e-mail message is less than the 
predetermined amount, wherein said second transmission means creates an e-mail 
message for each portion of image data divided by said dividing means. 

Okada teaches of a facsimile device (13) that determines if the electronic mail 
exceeds the data volume limit, it is divided up and the data limit is determined again 
(column 5, lines 26-42 and 55-67, column 6, lines 8-14 and figure 3). He also teaches 
that the process end when all pages of the image data is complete transmits it over a 
communication network (column 6, lines 28-42), which reads on dividing step of dividing, 
when the second transmission mode is selected in said selection step, the image data 
of the plurality of pages so that the amount of image data in an e-mail message is less 
than the predetermined amount and a creating step of creating an e-mail message for 
each portion of image data divided in said dividing step. 

Ho et al. could be modified with the facsimile device of Okada. This modification 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in 
order to avoid communication line congestion as suggested by Okada (column 1, lines 
36-38). 

Regarding claim 25, Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) that 
transmits data over a public switched telephone network (106) (column 3, lines 31-40), 
which reads on an image communicating apparatus for transmitting image data to 
another apparatus through a public communication network. Ho et al. teaches of a 
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scanner (204) (column 4, lines 14-16), which reads on an input means for inputting 
image data. Ho et al. teaches that the communications (100) has a destination identifier 
routine that confirms that a successful connection has been established (column 6, lines 
54-68 and column 7, lines 25-35), which reads on a confirming means for confirming a 
destination. The modem (212) performs image compression (column 6, lines 3-17), 
which reads on a compression means for compressing the image data input by said 
input means. Ho et al. teaches of a communication device (100) transmits e-mail data 
(column 5, lines 57-60), which reads on a transmission means for transmitting the image 
data compressed by said compression means as attached data in an e-mail message. 

Ho et al. fails to teach of a determination means for determining, when said 
second transmission means is selected by said selection means, whether or not the 
amount of image data compressed by said compression means is a predetermined 
amount or greater and reduction means for reducing the amount of image data to less 
than the predetermined amount when said determination means determines that the 
amount of image data is the predetermined amount or greater. 

Okada teaches that a facsimile device (13) determines whether or not the 
electronic mail is within the data volume limit (column 5,lines 26-42, column 6, lines 8-1 1 
and figure 3), which reads on a determination means for determining, when said second 
transmission means is selected by said selection means, whether or not the amount of 
image data compressed by said compression means is a predetermined amount or 
greater. He also teaches of a facsimile device (13) that determines if the electronic mail 
exceeds the data volume limit, it is divided up and the data limit is determined again 
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(column 5, lines 26-42, column 6Jines 8-14 and figure 3), which reads on a reduction 
means for reducing the amount of image data to less than the predetermined amount 
when said determination means determines that the amount of image data is the 
predetermined amount or greater. 

Ho et al. could be modified with the facsimile device of Okada. This modification 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in 
order to make the device easier to use, (for example faster) given the expressed 
suggestion of Ho et al (column 9, lines 5-10). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 2-6,10-12 and 15-19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Burleson at (703) 305-8683. The examiner can 
normally be reached Monday thru Friday, 8:00 a.m. -4:30 p.m. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached on (703) 305-4863. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 
(7013) 872-9306 for regular communications and after final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relation to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 



3900. 



Michael Burleson 



Patent Examiner 





January 23, 2005 



